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Monday February 15th, 2010

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Media Contact: Nathalie Guillaume

Phone:              305.879.2902

Email:               thebackyardshow@gmail.com
ZAKAFEST PROMISES TO BRING FOLKLIFE IN NORTH MIAMI’S BACKYARD FOR MORE FAMILY FUN.-

North Miami, FL.- The City of North Miami in collaboration with The Backyard Movement, Inc bring you a cultural festival on Saturday May 1st 2010 from 3PM-9PM where you can discover the very essence of the first Black republic to kick off Haitian Cultural Heritage Month. 

After the January 12th earthquake, Haiti has been in great need of unity and strength. The country’s resilience is deeply rooted in its brave history and what better way to enjoy it than a free day of folk music, dance and art!

Rich in performing arts and academic breakthroughs, Haiti is a mystical land that nurtured the emancipation of many powerful icons thanks to its exotic beauty and strong influences from African traditions. Frederick Douglass was minister-resident and consul-general to the Republic of Haiti, Zora Neale Hurston wrote Their Eyes Were Watching God in seven weeks while in Haiti. Countless artists, scientists, performers and philosophers have turned to Haiti for inspiration of freedom and it is needless to mention that an event like this will attract more lovers to the nation’s flamboyant nature. 

In that optic, ZAKAFEST bridges the academia to the entertainment through musical productions and youth activities offering something for all tastes, ages and backgrounds.  Every year this event gets bigger and better, and 2010 will be no different. 

Continue to browse through the official site www.zakafest.com to get updates on line up, vendor information, and sponsor update. Read about the participating artists and preview their work, join The Backyard  Movement, pass the word along and remember: “Folklife is a foundation that goes beyond oral genres to include all aspects of everyday life!”

About the City of North Miami and Haitian immigrants

Haitians started immigrating to the United States in the early 1800s, but did not receive much attention until the 1950s and early 1960s when Haitian immigration to the U.S. began to increase visibly. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 4.2% of the Miami-Dade County population was Haitian in 2000, making them the second largest immigrant group (after Cubans) in the county. As of 2000, residents who spoke English as a mother tongue were 35.49% of the population, while French Creole made up 33.28%, Spanish was at 24.88%, and French accounted for 2.69% of the population. As of 2000, North Miami had the second highest percentage of Haitian residents in the US, with 33% of the US populace.
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